OFFICE OF THE
MAYOR
CITY OF SAN LUIS

PROCLAMATION AND CONTINUED DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY
BY
MAYOR GERARDO SANCHEZ OF THE CITY OF SAN LUIS, ARIZONA
March &, 2022
COVID-19

Optional Face Covering
Continue Limit 27 People in Council Chamber Public Seating

WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, by the Mayor's emergency proclamation and City
Council Order No. 2020-6, a state of emergency was declared and ordered due to the
COVID-19 pandemic; and

WHEREAS, to date, the City of San Luis has facilitated 17 COVID-19 vaccination events
within the City of San Luis for the public, and

WHEREAS, city employees have all had the opportunity to be fully vaccinated; and

WHEREAS, Yuma County has over 68% of the population fully vaccinated against
COVID-19, approaching the desired 70% to 90% for community immunity; and

WHEREAS, from the peak on January 21, 2022, the average number of daily new cases
per week of COVID-19 per 100,000 people in Yuma County was over 350 cases, today it
is about 12.4; and

WHEREAS, in January, on average, each person in Yuma County, Arizona with COVID-
19 was infecting 1.5 other people, and 40% of COVID-19 tests were positive, but as of
today, the infection rate is 0.35, and positive test rates are 7.9 indicating the transmission
rate continues to trend down; and

Legal Authority

WHEREAS, the City of San Luis is within its powers to take the least restrictive
measures to protect the health, safety, and welfare of and reduce the harm to the city’s
employees, the residents, and visitors within its city limits from the spread of COVID-19
and other diseases, specifically its public health, safety and welfare powers (also known



as police powers) as a political subdivision of the State of Arizona, as the Tenth
Amendment of the Constitution of the United States reserves those powers to the
states; and

WHEREAS, A.R.S. § 9-240(B) (20) and (22) give the city the power to take any action
and prescribe regulations regarding disease; and

WHEREAS, A.R.S. § 26-311; San Luis City Code § 2.05.040 “Powers and Duties of the
Mayor,” San Luis City Code § 2.05.020 “Vice Mayor,” empower the Mayor of the City of
San Luis, or Vice Mayor in the Mayor’s absence or disability, to declare a local
emergency exists; and

WHEREAS, A.R.S. Title 26, Chapter 2, Article 1, San Luis City Code § 2.05.040(A)(5)
and the October 9, 2019, San Luis Emergency Operations Plan, Basic Plan II(E), Page
6, authorize the Mayor to govern by proclamation during an emergency;

NOW, THEREFORE, |, Gerardo Sanchez, Mayor of the City of San Luis, Arizona, by the
authority vested in me by law and facts recited above proclaim and order:

1. Face Coverings. Face coverings to slow the transmission of COVID-19 in the
workplace are optional for all City of San Luis employees, including employees in the
Senior Center, effective Monday, March 14, 2022. All other COVID-19 policies and
protocols of the city remain in place. Employees are encouraged to learn their particular
risk for severe illness and consult with their healthcare provider about the option. The
CDC has guidance at https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-
precautions/index.html and in Spanish at https://espanol.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/need-extra-precautions/index.htmi#print.

2. Respiratory PPE. For clarity, the City of San Luis requires its employees to use
respiratory Personal Protective Equipment (“PPE”) as necessary for safe working
conditions.

3. Senior Center. The Senior Center shall remain open until further notice as ordered

by the administration in consultation and with the consent of the Mayor. Face coverings
are optional for any person entering the Senior Center or engaging in Senior Center
recreational activities or support of those activities elsewhere outside of the Senior
Center.

4. For the Public. Face coverings continue to be voluntary for the public to enter city
buildings open to the public unless there is a contradictory court administrative order for
the Municipal Court building.

5. Council Chambers, City Hall, 1090 East Union Street. The Council Chambers
shall continue to be open for in-person attendance for the public, and the Mayor and
Council Members, Board Member, Commissioners, and Trustees. Staff necessary for
the open meetings shall attend in person. The public seating shall be limited to 27
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people to maintain social distancing. Live streaming of open meetings and recordings
on the city's website shall continue.

6. Rescind. This proclamation rescinds the January 4, 2022, Proclamation requiring
employees to wear face coverings and any other conflicting proclamations.

7. Other Proclamations. The San Luis emergency proclamation and order of March
13, 2020 (emergency declaration) remain in effect.

8. Reservation of Rights. Nothing in this proclamation alters the city’s rights to
implement any and all legal COVID-19 mitigation measures or lift mitigation measures.
The city reserves all its rights to do so.

9. Severability. If any provision of this proclamation or its application to any person or
circumstance is held invalid by any court of competent jurisdiction, this invalidity affects
no other provision or application of this Proclamation. Those provisions that remain valid
shall be given effect without the invalid provision or application. To achieve this purpose,
the provisions of this Proclamation are declared to be severable.

10. Effect. This proclamation shall remain in effect until lawfully amended, repealed,

terminated, or pre-empted and shall be reconsidered as the COVID-19 risks to public
health increase or decrease.

ISSUED by the Ma{ci\r—lof the City of San Luis, Yuma County, Arizona%y of
March 2022 at "] . a.m.IE:)
/M /—V

Gerardo Sanchez, Mayor

ATTEST: APPROVED AS TO FORM
UM opean ahen
Melissa Lopéz(Deputy Clerk Kay Marion Macuil, City Attorney
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